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Geoff Tie, Peter Hewson and
Peter Barlow erecting the
new windsock at our field
at Burnham, recently. The
windsock is a proper one
with bearings and a steel
frame, from the Downunder
Pilotshop in Napier.
The 25 x 91 cm sock is
rated to 15 knots when it is
fully extended. This is probably on the outer limits of
model flying anyway, but it
is clear to see and should
provide a good indication of
wind direction for landing.
“Even us older blokes should
see it,” says Peter.
The galvanised pole is securely attached to the deer
fence, so we should be OK.
“If the windsock goes ,” says
Geoff, “then the fence will
have gone too.”
The cold southerly on the
day it was installed gave
us a strong idea of how it
should work.
Peter donated it to the
club as part of a retirement
present.

Big guns come out in the Darfield sun

Two events out at Darfield in late October
drew big crowds and big models as part of
the McLeans Island-run large models and jets
Labour weekend fly-in and the aero-tow event
run by the glider boys.
Most impressive was Colin Austen’s massive English Electric Lightning. The turbine-
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powered model was superbly built and weighs in
at 65 kg. Although Colin, who hails from north of
Auckland, flew the model on Saturday, he was
reluctant to repeat the flight on a runway which
was marginal in length. Colin had engineered
much of the model and built it himself. Thanks to
Roger Atkinson & Lisa Ward for the photos.

Colin adds scale to give some idea of how
large the Lightning really is.

Spektrums new
AR410 and AR620 receivers are full-range
sport receivers with DSMX/DSM2 compatibility and a compact footprint that’s streamlined to fit in a wide range of models. An
internal antenna design that delivers a whole
new world
of installation
ease that
includes a
higher-level
of durability
and convenience while
maintaining superior
full-range
performance
for your electric or engine powered aircraft.
In addition, they have integrated fly-by range
telemetry that includes flight log and receiver
battery pack voltage data, and no more bind
plugs! Instead, a large bind button is used to
enter the bind mode.
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Pilotless Eurofighter

Panther

Wonderful Mark 9 Spitfire of
John Jewell
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Oshkosh is huge and exciting
John Isitt continues with his
notes from the USA

You may recall in last months article, the visits to various museums.
In this article I have arrived in
Oshkosh.
There are three flight lines set out
like an inverted ‘E’ without the
middle bar. The top cross runway
was the one where there are the
two coloured dots, where the civilian traffic lands, this was to the
north and ran east /
west. The main north
/ south runway was
the flight line, but
traffic was also landing on this as well. To
the south was a shorter north east / south
west grass runway for
the microlights. But
to the dairy.
Oshkosh
22/07/2018, Sunday
It was only a short drive to Oshkosh heading west then travelling south on the western side of
the lake. Once in the town itself
we stopped to pick up supplies for
the next few days. Then followed
the GPS to the airport itself, not
that you really needed it as there
was a line of planes coming in
to land using the town as a turn
point.
The directions into the airport
were fine then there was the hold
up getting wrist bands and newsletters etc. not forgetting the signing of the disclaimer so we don’t
sue anyone if things went wrong.
Once through we followed the
line of vehicles as they dissipated
into unknown directions. We were
lost in a short space of time with
no one to direct us to the camping area. Not that we weren’t in
a camping area, we were, it’s just
we didn’t know where we could

able to make it in time. I did see
it taxing on the inner two engines.
Days later I was listening to one
of the pilots talking about the
maintenance on this plane, which
for every hour flight there is 50
hours maintenance.
I could see why everyone brings
their own extra mode of transport
rather than walking or catching a
school bus. I saw electric powered
shooters, petrol powered push
bikes, scrambler motorcycles, trikes with two
wheels on the front, or
back. Golf carts by the
score. All zipping around
making a nuisance of
themselves. I used to
wonder where all the
classic motorcycles went
to, and here was a twin
overhead cam Honda
450.
By the evening the wind
had died down
having difficulty locating some
23/07/2018
space. The grass road down each
After a bad nights sleep we were
row was partly cut up with mud
up and I was rearing to go, walked
because of the resent rain and we
to the main entrance and intended
worried that the car wasn’t going
to walk south towards the vintage
to get through the wetter areas.
and microlight areas, but someWith the practice we had setting
thing kept on catching my eye
up the tent in the past it didn’t
take long to pitch the tent, but the further and further to the north.
The planes appear to be grouped
wind was blowing so strong that
in sections where similar planes
the side of the tent was bowing
inwards. I had brought extra screw are kept together. So naturally the
first section I looked at was the
in pegs and lengths of nylon rope
RV planes, but there was only a
so formed another three lines on
limited number, I didn’t realise
the windward side. I also parked
the car to form a wind barrier. By then that they were scattered all
around the airport and most were
now we were on our third car, a
with the camping areas where the
Chev Impala.
pilot sleeps in a tent under the
Once set up I wanted to go to the
flight line so started walking about wing of his aircraft.
The next section was the army
five km to the main activity area.
area with the massive B1 bomber
Sonia was with me so we looked
and Chinnock helicopter. The
at the museum to start with, then
army / airforce are actively reI tried to get to the flight line to
cruiting here.
watch the B29 land but was unI kept walking north and it was
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set up a tent. I ended up talking to
a guy who was walking by who
pointed me in the general direction, further and further from the
gate and the runways.
Eventually we came across a row
of tents next to a sign saying ‘no
generators’, there was someone
pitching their tent so we did the
same next to him. Others asked
me if they could set up in the
same row so I wasn’t the only one

great to be able to walk around the
planes, sometimes they had a tape
around individual planes but most
only had a comment on the propeller saying look but don’t touch.
The sign often had a make and
owners details on it as well.
I kept on going north along the
main runway where I passed lines
of Harvards, there were so many
of them that I went back and
counted 57 Harvards with some
in the air so I might have missed
one or two. The number of planes
here was incredible. I ended up on
the secondary runway where some
people had tuned into the control
tower frequency and watching
the planes coming in one after the
other. There are two painted spots
on the runway so the control tower was able to land planes short or
long. Listening to him call them in
was a privilege. On one occasion
one plane called to say he was
fuel critical, no drama he cleared
the approach and the guy was able
to land ahead of the queue. Someone else stuffed it up when on
the runway and tried to leave the
runway to the left instead of the
right as he was directed so early
on he called for the next plane to
go around again and the following
one to land short until the runway
was clear. This was with a mix of

planes from fast passenger jets to
slower home builds. If a pilot was
on the game the controller would
sometimes call him in across
another plane that was on a longer
approach, to land in front of him.
Once successful he would say
‘outstanding, well done’, before
moving on to the next plane.
I can’t really go into the individual planes but one really caught
my eye and that was a Sopworth 1
and a ½ strutter that was the first
to be built using the original drawings and a Gnome motor made in
Blenheim NZ. I wish them luck.
In the microlight section the big
thing are powered flying wings, in
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the evening once the wind had
died down, there were 21 flying
around the camp site from the
microlight airstrip.
In the afternoon we watched the
display which today was mainly
concentrated around aerobatics,
with some outstanding displays
by pilots including a Beech twin
doing loops and wing overs while
gliding. A Foxbat putting on a
very nice display as well as a
Rans S6 including an extended
inverted flight and a partial knife
edge.
After tea and watching the blood
red sun setting to the west, I
watched the spot landing / short
take off competition. I saw the
‘Drager’ flying short take off and
landings. He kept on landing past
the tape so was disqualified in
each heat.
Following the short take-off and
landing was a RC night flight display. The last pilot was very good
but I think Alex Hewson would
give him a run for his money.
Sonia had hoped to see the balloon night glow which we thought
would be in the same area but it
must have been somewhere else
I tried to have a shower and have
a crap in a flush toilet, but the
toilets were blocked with sewage

on the floor, I wouldn’t wash a
dog in there, I will try again in the
morning.
24/07/2018
Up before sunrise to have another
go at a shower, this time with
some success but there is no temperature control on the showers or
basin water, so you are cleaning
your teeth in hot water and trying
to shave in water that is too cold.
I watched the sun rise and again it
was blood red, I think it’s showing
the air pollution that is here.
Six P51’s have just taken off for
a bit of a practice so I
think the air show here
today will have some
warbirds in it, we will
wait and see.
This morning I returned
to the exhibits to see
what I might have
missed the first time
around. As it turned
out it wasn’t much just
merchandise shops
selling all types of stuff
such as shirts or stickers. Sonia decided that
she was going to spend
the day shopping in
town so caught the town shopping bus with the other suffering
wives. I talked to a few merchants
if they looked bored, but I wasn’t
interested in their gear. I did have
a look at some glass cockpits by
Garmen, I must say correctly set
up they looked very nice but I
know from my experience with
their GPS for cars that the programming doesn’t make sense.
I did ask Sonia to pick up a local
lotto ticket as I did come across a
reconditioned Wako for sale, very
nice and I was sure I could get it
home without too much trouble.
There was another airs show from
2:30 pm till 6:00 pm which was
a bit different to the previous one
and while there was an English
component to it, it was only three

Canadian planes being one Spitfire, a Provost Jet and a Chipmunk. I had hoped to see the air
force B1 bomber flying towards
the end of the show as I saw it
taking off from the other runway,
but the only big stuff coming in
was a Galaxy and a K130 fuel
tanker. There was a big fly past
with make believe shooting and
explosions along the far side of
the strip as the Mustangs flew
past, but that was about it.
I had sat down beside a South
African who was a RC Modeller

himself who had a CAD program
and a laser cutter for making his
own kits, then the guy and his
wife directly in front of me turned
around, he was from Hamilton
and was into RC himself. He
showed me some of his planes
and they were well worth looking
at including one jet. I tried talking
him into coming down to Forsyth.
Sonia caught up with me in the
evening and watched some of
the short take off and landings. I
knew she wouldn’t last long and
as I had seen the previous night’s
events was quiet ready to go back
to the tent early.
25/07/2018
Last night was a lot colder than it
had been so whenever the slippery blanket hit the ground the
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cold woke me needing to remake
the bed each time. Needless to say
when I got up just before sunrise
I was a bit fatigued. I needed two
cups of tea to wake up. After a
breakfast of cereal I was off to the
display area but generally found
that I had seen it all before.
David who was camping next to
us and worked as a commercial
pilot flying corporate jets and
owns his own plane told me this
morning that there was a 80%
chance of rain by 02:00 tomorrow
morning so he was packing up and
going home early.
He had also warned
me that most pilots
are right wing and a
high proportion carry concealed weapons. This turned out
to be correct as I
was sitting on a park
bench waiting for
the bus to take me
towards the flight
line when I got into
a conversation with
an old agricultural
pilot who scoffed
at the idea that NZ
police don’t carry side arms. He
has a concealed weapon that he
carrier all the time. I didn’t ask
him if he had with him at the moment but suspect that he didn’t as
firearms were band from the camp
and show. He blamed George W
Bush for allowing these religious
Muslim into the country, and that
is why he was carrying to protect
his family and community. I have
already heard this from someone
else when he said that an unarmed
country will be invaded by another country. He also thought that
Australia went too far when the
government took all the firearms
off the people. I don’t think that it
would take long to rearm a country and teach everyone how to
handle a firearm if the need arose.

The afternoon aerial display was
not much different than what I had
seen the previous two days with
some displays being repeated.
At one stage they had a themed
Vietnam War display with observation planes flying one circuit
at low level, Mustangs flying
another circuit at a higher level,
jets on another circuit, in all about
50 planes in the air at one time all
chasing tail depending on their
type. Plus the ground explosions
etc. But the best display was the
Falcon F16 flying a solo display,
noise speed and the ability to
climb. I was impressed. We need
some ourselves. Later on it flew in
formation with a Skyraider and a
Mustang.
We had takeaways at the field
while waiting for the night show
to begin with a 30% chance of
rain and it has clouded over.
Yes the show had just started
slightly early when the first drops
of rain came through with very
dark clouds to the northwest. It
didn’t take much before the organisers pulled the pin, a KC 70 fuel
tanker, an ex 707 did a fly by and
reported that the rain radar wasn’t
looking any good. So 6000+
people all walked out at the same
time, scattered with the people
were all the vehicles, but in reality
the number of people dictated the
speed of the traffic.
As we were leaving there was a
heavy thump as all of the flash
bangs were detonated at the same
time, then shortly after that the
machine gun explosions ripped
through. Five minutes later the
massive B1 bomber went through
initially at low level, then climbing in a circle until it disappeared
into the cloud. The flames from
the four engines shooting out
the back and the noise was horrendous, it went on long after the
plane had disappeared from sight.
We have just had a public an-

nouncement stating that heavy
rain with strong wind gusts are
expected tonight, the wind is
expected to gust up to 40 mph.
Could be an exciting time.
26/07/2018
I spent a bit of time on the front
porch of the tent watching the
Lightning approaching from
three sides, we packed our bags
and loaded the car. The tent and
cooking gear that we were going
to leave behind was left in the tent
with a quick dress and escape plan
in place. Once the rain started I
climbed into bed and fell asleep
despite the thunder. I was told that
it continued through to 04:00 with
some people getting soaked. We
were OK, no drama and I woke
with the sun after one of the best
nights sleep I have ever had on a
camp stretcher.
In the morning I spoke to some
of the new people that had set up
a tent next to us and they readily agreed to taking over all of
the stuff we were leaving behind.
They had other people coming on
Friday who would take over the
tent etc. once they were finished
with it they would take it to char-
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ity as one of the guys only lived
two hours drive away.
One of the guys from the campervan came over and said goodbye.
He has been an interesting guy,
works for NASA as a project manager. They are looking at truck
convoys where the lead truck is
the only one with a driver. And
also looking at self-flight for small
planes up to six seaters. This is the
plane flying itself without a pilot.
We had a quick trip to the shops
to get the T-shirt then load into
the car and joined the line to exit.
Handing in our vehicle pass we
get a refund of $108 dollars out
of $ 210. The guy from the campervan was paying $ 65 per night
from when they booked the site so
he had paid $ 650 for the site.
We drove south along I 41, bypassing Milwaukee and hitting
the outskirts of Chicago where we
stopped at a hotel. While Sonia
had a bit of a kip while we were
driving, I was feeling like having
one myself which wasn’t a good
thing. Once at the hotel the first
order of the day was a long hot
shower.
John Isitt

Committee Corner
MINUTES of the Christchurch Radio Fliers Club Inc.
Committee Meeting, 27 September, 2018
7:30pm, John’s place
Present: John Isitt, Roger Atkinson, William Miles, Craig Clapham, Chris Bell, Peter Hewson
1. Apologies: Keith, Chris H, Jeremy
2. Health: Owen Brownlee is now back home after his hospitalisation
3. Minutes: Circulated and accepted (ROGER/JOHN).
4. Matters arising: The old, low, covered club trailer has been accepted by Mike Lawn.
5. Correspondence:
a. Email from Suetonia Palmer (MFNZ rep) asking for a report about Lake Forsyth event. Secretary replied giving report on proceedings etc.
b. Email from Frank Manzano (SPAN Charitable Trust ) asking if we would be able to entertain
individuals with mild learning disabilities. Sec. replied inviting members of his group to come out to
our club on a Sunday morning so that we could meet.
c. Email from Dave Griffin asking about joining club as an associate member. Sec. replied stating
that our membership is $85 and he would be more than welcome.
6. Finance: John presented the August accounts which were approved (CHRIS / CRAIG). He also
tabled the Lake Forsyth final budget which showed a healthy profit.
7. Club Captain: absent
8. Newsletter: Peter reported about the last newsletter and that it had been sent to our club patron
as well.
9. Webmaster’s report: This was tabled in Chris’ absence.
10. Safety & Noise: Keith was absent, but some discussion took place about the crash of the
Mosquito at Lake Forsyth and what the best options are if a twin loses an engine. We were lucky
that no one was hit. The second incident at Forsyth was to Craig McNabb who cut his fingers while
doing an engine startup and was distracted. Dave Read took him to hospital, but he was back the
next day. The third incident involved Roger’s SEABEE which had taken off from the land and was
about to land on the lake when Roger lost control with a “brown out” of his DSM2 Spektrum radio.
This is unusual and Roger was going to find out more about the problem with this sort of system.
11. New Member: Dave Griffin was accepted as a new member of the club.
12. General Business:
* New strip has been sown with a turf rye grass which is very hardy and suited to the soil
and climate conditions at Burnham.
* Roger is investigating how much a new mower would cost for the club and what we might
get for the old one. Our John Deere, with a 42” deck, would probably return us about $2,000, so
we would need to spend about another $4 to $5,000. Craig is seeing if we might sell the Denis
mower on Trade Me.
* Peter stated that he was donating a windsock to the club (and intimated that it might help
older members, like himself, see which way models should land better).
* John asked if we were to do another daylight saving flyin at Swannanoa. He suggested
that one at the end of March might be better attended.
* John also suggested that we sell the old smoko trailer as it is not needed any more.
Meeting ended at 9:05 pm with thanks to John.
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Some action out at the field

Andrew Palmer’s magnificent DC3 - 3.8m wingspan with two 3 cylinder Saito
90’s providing the power. Flew superbly at CMAC’s field.
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Prez sez

them. If the lighting on the day was an issue I’d
be interested to hear about it, or if there’s
anything else that might have played a part I’d
like to hear about that too. For those of us
that haven’t been caught by this trap it’s a good
reminder that the fence needs to be in the
back of our minds whenever our models are at
low level. We’ve now got a really long
runway so there’s no necessity to be at fence
level on approach to land, but that’s not to say
we’re always going to be exactly where we
intend to be!
In other not particularly big news Google have
been spying on us. If you take a look at google
maps you’ll see the photo they are using of our
new field is quite new as the sprayed grass
on the runway has turned brown. Makes you
wonder if they used one of them “drone”
thingys that the media are always on about to
take the photo...
Fly safe.

Hi CRFC,
Another quick one from me this time. Weather
(wind!) and work have kept me away from
Burnham for several weeks now.
I understand we’ve had our first unfortunate spot
of bother with a model getting involved
with a section of deer fencing on approach to
land at our new location. I wasn’t there on the
day so can’t comment with any confidence on
what has gone on but the fences are an
integral part of our new home and we don’t have
much choice but to learn to live with

Christmas
Barbecue
Sunday 9 Dec
Burnham

Bring a plate and a
friend / wife / kids
* pressies * competitions
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